Probably, all nurses of the Pension Fund are readers of * The Hospital" Nursing Mirror. They will peruse with interest the full report of the annual meeting which we give this week. Here there is only one point which we wish to emphasise. The Chairman brought vividly before the meeting the fact that the Royal National Pension Fund is a co-operative society?at least so far as the policy-holders are concerned. They are assured an equitable distribution of all gain among those who earn it; while the great service on the Council rendered by some of the most influential men in the City of London, with whom time is in a very real sense money, is freely given. These gentlemen, instead of receiving a fee for their advice, consider it an honour and ?a privilege to assist a movement the primary aim of which as to benefit a class who spend their lives in ministering to the sick. The result of their self-denial is that, apart from office expenses, the society is managed entirely without cost to the policy-holders, thus, as the Chairman pointed out, enhancing the profits of every member who contributes capital to it. This is the true spirit of co-operation as distinguished from the false. NURSES In the sixth and last class, we may gather together those cases where the coma is due to a poison acting on the brain cells.
This class may-be subdivided. into two smaller sections, according as the poison is generated within the body or is introduced from without. In the first group are to be placed cases of " uramia," the special form of blood poisoning due to chronic Bright's disease; puerperal eclampsia, which occurs in pregnant or parturient women, and which is also a self-poisoning by noxious bodies retained in the system; and acute yellow atrophy, a rare disease, nearly always fatal, where the liver becDmes disorganised and withered. In the second subdivision we have instances of coma due to poisons introduced from without, and in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred the poison is either opium or alcohol. In the former, where the poison is often taken as laudanum, the victim lies deeply narcotised, livid and pale, with a moist skin, breathing slowly, and pre senting extremely contracted (pin-point) pupils. In alcoholic poisoning the face is flushed, the pupils moderately dilated, the pulse full, and the breathing heavy and rather stertorous ; the breath may smell of spirits.
In all these cases just considered the nurse must simply carry out the medical man's orders, especially in the firstmentioned class ; in the second group the proper line of treatment is to evacuate the stomach, to rouse the patient, to administer stimulants in the shape of strong coifee by the mouth or rectum, and strychnine by the skin, and to use the electric current in a suitable manner. Therefore we have to say to the individual nurse, from the point of view of all the policy-holders, " If you do not choose to be examined, and let your policy fall, you must do so.' Now let us look at it from another point of view. You are not the nurse to be re-examined, but the ordinary policyholder relying in absolute comfort on the security of this Fund, and when you hear of a sister nurse who is ill, or who wishes to renew her sick policy, not being a "good "life, you should know that her re-examination is absolutely necessary in order to protect you, and to protect your security, as one of some 10,000 nurses who have sought the protection of this institution. Therefore if the nurses can only be brought to realise that every rule is made on sound principles for the good and the protection of the whole body of nurses, they will not be annoyed, I hope, and will not misunderstand when, in the ordinary circumstances of business, it is necessary in the case of a nurse who is entering for sick pay to invite her to come up for re-examination by the doctor.
The Savings Bank Principle.
There is another matter I wish to say something about, and that is the Savings Bank branch, which has an important relation to the co-operative principle. This Savings Bank branch, that is, the right to pay in premiums to this Fund and to put money on deposit, has been organised to meet the special and peculiar circumstances of nurses.
So far as an investment on the returnable basis is concerned, it is provided to secure that any nurse who, entering to-day in certain circumstances, and wishing to make a provision for her old age or for the period after her working days are over, can do so with the assured certainty that if before the pension commences her circumstances so change that she will not require her pension, or that the money which she has paid in would in her opinion or that of her friends be of more value to her if she had it in hand, work, and who could come here and obtain the necessary means to enable them to get that rest which they required and deserved. I should like to mention that it seems -to me?and it is a fact which is not often dwelt upon?that it is extraordinary that this Fund, started some thirteen years ago, which was founded, as I understand, by one man, should have assumed the enormous proportions it has reached to-day. The fact that it has invested capital amounting to ?600,000 speaks very well, I think, for the value and the national importance of the Fund; and I hope that it will continue to prosper and will grow more and more year by year, and that the nurses will realise that it is a Fund in connection with which they can feel, while they are attending to the wants of those who are in sickness or disease, that their old age is being provided for in complete security, because it is absolutely impossible for them in their position in life to look after these matters for themselves.
There is another thing that I would point out?and I am not speaking for myself in this matter, for I am the youngest member of the Council?I do not believe that there is a benevolent society or an insurance society that has so many able and influential men in the City looking after its interests as the National Pension Fund for Nurses has.
The Chairman : Ladies and gentlemen, the report has been moved and seconded ; but in putting it to you I should like to express my regret that the Chairman, Mr. Hambro, is not here. I hope, however, that he is more happily engaged in a sunnier clime. He generally goes away at this time of the year, and that is why he does not preside. That is your loss, but let us hope that it is his gain. I beg now to put the motion to you. That the report which has been presented to you be approved, adopted, and circulated in the ordinary way. Carried unanimously.
The Election of Policy-holders' Representatives. I therefore declare the first seven ladies duly elected. In accordance with custom, the ballot cards will be destroyed.
Mr. George King, F.I.A., F.F.A.: Mr. Chairman, it is with great pleasure that I rise to perform the easy task that has been assigned to me. There is no need for me to say much regarding the work done by the members of the Council. The report which has been before the meeting shows how much that work is, and your own speech shows how the members of the Council attended to it.
They are in rather a peculiar position, in that they take no fees like the directors of other companies. Owing to that, the expenses of management of the Fund are kept down very low, with the result that there is available for the assistance of the members so much more than there otherwise would be. The names I have to propose are, I may say, household words among us. There is Mr.
Everard Hambro, one of the founders of the Fund, who has been most generous to us with his time and also with his means; Sir William Broadbent, the Hon. Egremont Mills, Mr. Pierpont Morgan, jun. (the name of Morgan is, certainly a household word among us), and there is also Mr. Charles Trotter. I beg to move that these gentlemen be re-elected members of the Council. I think that by re-electing them cordially and unanimously we shall be giving them the best vote of thanks that we can possibly give them. We do not expect them to go back to less work, but rather to more work, because the Fund is growing steadily. At the present moment the Annuity Fund alone amounts to ?480,000, to which it has risen entirely from the contributions of the nurses, without any adventitious aid. In addition to that, there are the various funds which have been contributed to by benevolent people for the benefit of the nurses. During the past year the Annuity Fund increased by ?6G,000, and you may fully expect that by the 'end of the present year it will amount to over ?500,000. It has run up rapidly, and all that means more work for the Council. There is one point which interested me very much in the report?the statement ?that " the class of nurses who imagine that greater advantages are obtainable from other ways of investing their money is gradually disappearing before the class who realise that the benefits accruing from membership of the Fund are considerably greater than those obtainable from non-co-operative societies and from such investments as come within their means." That, I think, is a most interesting statement, and I can bear it out, for this reason?that when questions arose as to whether other more advantageous means of investing the nurses' money existed than those of this Fund I got a good many letters and I made a great many calculations. Of 
